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PAWS Process



Are these two cats the same?
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Identification errors in camera- trap studies result in systematic 
population overestimation
Scientific Reports



camtraining.globalsnowleopard.org



Observer Fatigue

Photo SLCF Mongolia/SLT



Necessary to minimize the misidentification 
errors

CAREFUL SCRUTINY TRANSPARENT 
REPORTING

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 
AND ASSESSMENT. 



Use the GSLEP training and evaluation app

Report:
• Accuracy
• Confidence
• Sample Size



Use at least three marking patterns to confirm matches or differences 
and exclude any suspect cases



Use 2-3 observers for the individual ID



Report number of unidentified capture events



Check spatial clustering of each individual



Present identification sheet as annexure to 
the results



PAWS Process



How to manage your camera trap 
photographs?



Tagging 

• A software such as DigiKam helps in systematic meta-
tagging

• where the information is stored on each photograph.



Add metadata to 
photos



Tagging structure

Species
• Snow leopards
• Wolves
• Red fox
• Pika
• Bearded vulture
Individuals
• Anu
• Dagina
• Anu cub 1 

(2013)
• Anu cub 2 

(2013)
• Anu cub 1 

(2015)
• Beneke

Flank
• Right
• Left
• Back
• Tail
• Head



DigiKam Example



Other softwares

Software: CPW Photo Warehouse
• https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/ResearchMammalsSoftware.aspx

https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/ResearchMammalsSoftware.aspx


What happens if there is 
indeed an Error?


