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The present booklet entitled “Snow Leopard Scouts from Mt. Everest”

is a sketch album of the snow leopard, its prey and habitat. It aims at
enlightening village school children -- our future wildlife conservationists
— their parents, civil servants and other stakeholders sharing the habitat
with snow leopards.

The main objective is to make school students aware of the snow leopard
and its presence as an indicator for a healthy mountain environment —
maintaining the top predator helps maintain biodiversity. Snow leopards
disappeared from Sagarmatha (Mt. Everest) in the late 1960s and early
1970s but permanently returned to the region in the early 2000s.

The booklet originated out of the Snow Leopard Environmental
Conservation Camp which Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) conducted
at Mt. Everest in August 2010 in association with the Sagarmatha Buffer
Zone Management Committee (BZMC). We thank the field coordinator,
Hira B. Chhetri; BZMC chairperson, Sonam G. Sherpa; and Sagarmatha
National Park Warden, Bed K. Dhakal. We express our thanks to Thame
Lower Secondary School, Khumjung Secondary School, Phortse Primary
School, and all participating students, headmasters, teachers, speakers
and park staff during the environmental camp.

Many thanks to the Department of National Parks and Wildlife
Conservation, Australian Himalayan Foundation, Calgary Zoo
Conservation Outreach, Disney Online Studios, Canada-Club Penguin,
Disney Worldwide Conservation Fund, and Rufford Small Grants for
supporting this project.

We thank the independent consultant, Mr. Anil Adhikari, for his
coordination in producing the booklet.

Rodney Jackson, PhD Som B. Ale, PhD
Founding Director Regional Conservation Director
Snow Leopard Conservancy, Snow Leopard Conservancy,

California California
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Snow leopards dwell in the rugged mountains
of the Himalayas - their alpine and sub-alpine
habitat in Nepal Himalaya lies at altitudes
ranging from 3,000 to 5,400 metres. Snow
leopards prey on blue sheep, Himalayan tahr,
musk deer and livestock including yak. These
species play an important role in maintaining
a healthy Himalayan ecosystem.
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All three species of animals, the snow leopard,
yak, and musk deer are essential components
of mountain food chain. Snow leopards are
active during the dawn and dusk.
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When snow leopards hunt their prey such
as wild sheep, goat, hare, musk deer, and
rodents, they pounce when the animal comes
close. They also defend the kill from other
meat-eaters, especially birds like Himalayan
griffon, magpie and raven which can be very
persistent!
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When snow leopard runs short of its wild
prey base, such as the Himalayan tahr, it
may enter the village to kill domestic animals
like sheep and goats.
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Himalayan tahr, musk deer and game birds
such as Himalayan impeyan pheasant
(Danphe, Nepal’'s national bird) constitute
snow leopard’s natural prey base. These prey
populations are declining, however, so more
and more snow leopards are Killing livestock
in places like the Khumbu region of Mt.
Everest where they have recently returned.
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Snow leopard has large paws that help it
to move with easy steps in the snow or on
steep slopes. Its long tail (almost one meter
in length) helps it balance while walking in
the rugged and mountainous terrain.
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Snow leopards are shy and elusive. But with
the wild prey depleted, they are forced to
venture out into the village territory in search
of food. They are likely to enter into livestock
pens, sometimes killing dozens of sheep and
goats inside the pen. Such incidences may
lead to intense people-wildlife conflicts.
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Snow leopards can be monitored using
remote cameras with the help of local
people. We can also monitor their relative
numbers using the signs they leave along
their trails. Musk deer and Himalayan
tahr can be counted regularly to keep track
of their populations. Monitoring wildlife
and biodiversity at the top of the world is
necessary.
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Domestic yaks are important for Sherpa
livelihoods and culture. No wild yaks are
found in the Nepal side of Mt. Everest but
Tibet supports them further north. Wild yak
dwells in a herd of 10 to 100. Like wild yaks,
domestic male yaks are left in the high alpine
pastures unattended where they graze and
survive cold and harsh winters with minus 40
degree C temperatures.
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Musk deer is important prey for the snow
leopard. Itis herbivorous. Its food constitutes
moss, tender shoots, leaves, buds, and (tree)
bark.
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Nepal's National Park and Wildlife
Conservation Act, 2029 B.S., has fully
protected the snow leopard. Under this act,
anyone trafficking snow leopard body parts
shall be liable to pay a penalty of up to
Rs. 100,000 (US$ 1,500), or serve 5 to
15 years of jail sentence, or both.



SNOW LEOPARD SCOUTS FROM MT. EVEREST | 27
FreHTEET /e faqarer wedEE




28|

G A Al AUEE A A &9 IR AT
TASHT aEEE T quf aEEe B faqaeng e
dIATRT TYAT Yoo | AT SATIEl FHIENEE  ATHAUT
T WA e s faqard aomr | ot d@wfa T
AT AR 7T HREEHT I qIEUHRT © | ISEIUTEHRT
AT foesm, & T AT R AEEEHT HINEEE
fad fadqarene wgEwil e wwwn favam 6 |

For Sherpa people in Khumbu and some
other mountain dwellers elsewhere in Nepal,
for example in Manang, snow leopards are
the mountain god. These highlanders even
secretly appease the snow leopard so it does
not attack their livestock. This practice is
found elsewhere also. For example, in some
parts of Tibet, Russia and Mongolia, people
believe snow leopards are their guardian
spirit. To harm them brings bad luck!
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It's encouraging that so many national and
international agencies such as Department
of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation,
National Trust for Nature Conservation,
World Wildlife Fund, International Union for
Conservation of Nature, Snow Leopard Trust
and Snow Leopard Conservancy are devoted
to conserve the snow leopard.
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Himalayan tahr, native to the Himalayas. It is
gregarious and live in groups. The Himalayan
tahr grazes in the morning and evening, in
groups 10 to 15 and sometimes over 80. In the
remaining hours, they rest on sunny slopes.
In Khumbu, Mt. Everest, unlike other places,
they are not shy of people. Visitors can watch
them as close as 20 m. Nowhere else in the
world is this possible!
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Snow leopard poaching, which is occasionally
taking place, can be stopped with collaborative
monitoring of the snow leopard habitat. Local
communities must be active to discourage
poaching in their localities. It's only with the
help of local people that the law enforcement
authorities are effective in implementing
snow leopard conservation.
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Snow leopard is the apex predator, holding
its ecological position at the top of the
Himalayan food chain. Its conservation may
guarantee the conservation of many other
species like blue sheep, musk deer, antelopes
and even wild boar. This all means habitat
conservation. Save the snow leopard, save
the Himalayas!.
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Save The Snow Leopard
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS WE CAN TAKE:

1. Report poaching to the concerned authorities.

2. Protect snow leopard habitat and prey species.

3. Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to snow leopards, for
examples, guard livestock, avoid leaving animals to graze near cliffs or
in very broken terrain.

Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and
tourists.

Snow Leopard Global Distribution
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